January 9, 2018
DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Tuesday, January 16, 2018, 10:00 a.m., Courthouse, Room 207C,
1313 Belknap Street, Superior, Wisconsin
Please call the Chair or County Clerk’s Office (715-395-1569) if you are unable to attend.

MEMBERS: Sue Hendrickson, Chair
Terry White
Amy Colby, FSA

Mary Lou Bergman, Vice Chair
Larry Luostari
Kathryn McKenzie
AGENDA

(Committee to maintain a two-hour meeting limit or take action to continue meeting beyond that time.)

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.
cc:

Roll call.
Approval of minutes from the October 12, 2017, meeting (attached).
Action items:
a.
Wildlife Damage and Abatement Program (to be distributed):
1.
Report; and
2.
Approval of contracts.
b.
2018 Wisconsin Land+Water Conservation Association membership dues and
donations (attached);
c.
Healthy Watersheds Consortium grant (attached);
d.
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection livestock siting rule
changes – approval to comment.
Informational items:
a.
Great Lakes Restoration Conference report by Terry White (attached);
b.
2018 Wisconsin Land+Water Conference (attached).
c.
Updates:
1.
Groundwater Program (attached);
2.
DNR grant LPT-453-14; and
3.
Lake Superior Basin and Nemadji Watershed Projects.
d.
Agency reports; and
e.
Staff report.
Future agenda items.
Adjournment.
Ann Doucette
Cameron Bertsch
County Board Supervisors
Amy Eliot
Jane Anklam

Christine Ostern
Sue Sandvick
Gary Haughn
Dave Schultz
Sue O’Halloran

Steve Rannenberg
Douglas County Website
Shelley Nelson (Telegram)
Coreen Fallat
Valerie Johnson

NOTE: Attachments to agenda are available in County Clerk’s Office for review or copying. Action may be taken on
any item listed on the agenda. The County of Douglas complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If
you are in need of an accommodation to participate in the public meeting process, please contact the Douglas
County Clerk’s Office at (715) 395-1341 by 4:00 p.m. on the day prior to the scheduled meeting. Douglas County will
attempt to accommodate any request, depending on the amount of notice we receive.
Posted: Courthouse, Government Center, Telegram Copied
1-9-18

________________________________________________
Name
Date

DOUGLAS COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE
Thursday, October 12, 2017, 10:00 a.m., Government Center, Room 204,
1316 North 14th Street, Superior, Wisconsin
Meeting called to order by Chair Sue Hendrickson.
ROLL CALL: Present – Sue Hendrickson, Mary Lou Bergman, Terry White, Kathryn McKenzie,
Larry Luostari. Absent – Amy Colby. Others present – Christine Ostern, Sue O’Halloran, Shelley
Nelson, Mark Liebaert, Dave Schulz, Kaci Lundgren, Committee Clerk.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Motion by Bergman, second White, to approve minutes from the
May 16, 2017, meeting. Motion carried.
Public Hearing: Douglas County Farmland Preservation Plan: 30 day comment period open
for public to make suggestions on plan; comments due by November 13, 2017.
ACTION ITEMS:
Wildlife Damage and Abatement Program - Report: Distributed.
ACTION: Motion by Bergman, second Luostari, to accept report. Motion carried.
2018 Budget: Slight increase due to salary, office and bear relocation costs.
ACTION: Motion by White, second McKenzie, to approve 2018 Wildlife Damage and Abatement
Program budget as presented. Motion carried.
Plan of Administration for 2018-2022: Only changes were to the dates and name of state
auditor; same as previous plan.
ACTION: Motion by McKenzie, second Luostari, to approve 2018-2022 Plan of Administration.
Motion carried.
Approval of Contracts: Deer donation program contract distributed.
ACTION: Motion by Bergman, second White, to approve contract as presented. Motion carried.
2018 Wisconsin Land + Water Conservation Association – Potential Resolutions for
Business Meeting: 2017 resolution subjects included with agenda; 2018 resolutions regarding
raising the payments in-lieu of taxes amount and Wetland Protection suggested.
ACTION: Motion by McKenzie, second Bergman, to support resolutions adopted at 2017
meeting and request Ostern to draft suggested resolutions for 2018. Motion carried.
Conservation Award Nominations: Steve Rannenberg suggested as nominee for his
contributions.
ACTION: Motion by Bergman, second Hendrickson, to nominate Steve Rannenberg for the
Special Recognition of Conservation Award, and request Ostern to complete paperwork to
submit for nomination. Motion carried.
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INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
2018 Land Conservation Budget: Approved by Administration Committee; no changes.
Lake Superior Basin and Nemadji Watershed Project Updates: Presentation given by GIS
individuals on how to use a computer program that uses all compiled data from Lake Superior
Basin. Program was funded by Ecofootprint grant.
Staff Report: Included with agenda.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: Groundwater program; DNR grant explanation; Great Lakes
Restoration Conference report; Lake Superior National Estuarine Research Reserve updates.
ADJOURNMENT: Motion by McKenzie, second White, to adjourn. Motion carried. Meeting
adjourned at 11:24 a.m.
Submitted by,
Kaci Lundgren, Committee Clerk
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2018 Healthy Watersheds Consortium Grant Application
Douglas County
Draft

Building Watershed Protection Capacity


(max $150,000/year for 2 years)

Update Douglas County Land and Water Conservation Plan to meet Wisconsin Administrative
Code ATCP 50.12(3) requirements and EPA Nine Key Element Planning specifications for
implementation funding



Expand and enhance current spatial analysis of Lake Superior watersheds within Douglas County
utilizing new available LIDAR data and current functional assessment tools into forested
headwaters.
o

Determine the hydrologic effects of the changing forest landscape (species distribution,
wetlands, roads)



o

Build the capacity to absorb disturbance and maintain function

o

Update open lands data

Conduct a spatial analysis of stream functional performance to develop buffer protection
opportunities



Continue long standing relationship with Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota Geospatial
Services to provide analysis and data integration



Develop new partnerships with the Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science, Wisconsin
Woodland Owners Association, and private landowners



Conduct site visits to field verify spatial analysis and habitat classifications



Sponsor outreach opportunities to further the social, economic and environmental value of a
watershed approach to resilience and protection.

Great Lakes Restoration Conference
Buffalo, New York
October 17-19, 2017
I had a great time in Buffalo last month at this conference representing the people of Douglas
County and Northern Wisconsin. I was very pleased to be the recipient of a scholarship from
Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes Coalition which made this trip doable and at no cost to the
county. Todd Ambs, Martha Borie Wood and Celia Haven all with Healing Our Waters-Great
Lakes Coalition truly made this conference a great experience bringing over 450 likeminded
people together not only to share success stories and form new relationships and partners to help
one another to form and share new advocacy strategies.
After arriving in Buffalo Monday afternoon and registering for the conference I walked around
the area of the hotel as it was a nice day and I wanted to enjoy the architecture in the afternoon
light. After taking a few photos with the small camera I brought I decided to stop in at The Big
Ditch, named after the Erie Canal, a local craft beer establishment and restaurant for a taste of
the local faire.
Tuesday morning the conference opened with a Thanksgiving address and welcome from a new
friend of mine, Michael Martin, Executive Director of Native American Community Services of
Erie and Niagara Counties and then the Honorable Paul A. Dyster, Mayor of Niagara Falls. We
then proceeded into the Plenary: Preparing for life after remediation and restoration. There were
some great speakers leading us through the transformation and restoration of the Buffalo River
and went into how communities sustain, maintain and steward AOC’s restorations into the next
generations.
After a short break I attended the “Restoring Areas of Concern through NOAA regional
partnerships” which reviewed some of the restoration projects in multiple states coordinated by
the Great Lakes Commission and Ducks Unlimited. The presenters reviewed projects completed
and current projects, successes, and challenges overcome. They addressed enhancing habitat,
improving shorelines, managing invasive species, reducing erosion and controlling
sedimentation.
After breaking for lunch, we had U.S. Representative Brian Higgins from New York’s 26th
Congressional District as the keynote speaker and he was very welcoming and enthusiastic to
have the conference in Buffalo and gave a very nice talk about the importance of restoration and
the effects on the region.
My next breakout session was “Economic Impacts of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative.”
This session discussed just that. It brought a study of the top economists from around the region
to analyze key economic outcomes of the Initiative as part of a larger effort assessing the impact
of Great lakes water resources on regional economies.

We took a short break and then boarded busses taking us to the different field trips that were
available. I signed up for and went to “Buffalo Outer Harbor” hosted by Our Outer Harbor
Coalition. It was a very windy day but turned out quite enjoyable. Our first stop was at Times
Beach Nature Preserve and we all got out and took a nice walking tour. We then stopped at and
looked at four sites associated with projects at Bell Slip, Revival Fields, Grasslands, Sand
Barrens and Bell Slip itself. It was very impressive to hear what the coalition has done and what
they plan on doing in the future as a protector of these areas. All municipalities seem to have
some common goal as well as pressures to develop everything and all public lands. The Buffalo
area should be proud to have these folks involved with this coalition watching over the outer
harbor and river as they are well informed and very energetic in what they are doing.
After our field trips those that chose to go to the Buffalo RiverWorks reception caught awaiting
coaches to the sit. Buffalo RiverWorks is part of the major restoration efforts by the people and
City of Buffalo and is the first ever fully functioning brewery to be retrofitted into an existing
grain silo. Our dinner destination was next-door to the silos at the RiverWorks Beer Garden
which is constructed amongst the foundational remnants of another grain silo. There was great
food, music and even a women’s roller derby practice session going on at the lower level. I
arrived before a couple of friends I met in Washington DC at the Great Lakes Fly in last March,
so I joined a group with the Izaak Walton League of America based in Ohio and had a wonderful
conversation. My friends did arrive, and we finished the meal with our new friends and
eventually went back to the hotel.
Wednesday morning started off with an “Issue” breakfast where tables were designated for
different topics for the different regions of the Great Lakes regions. Oddly enough I was the only
one besides the monitor that showed up at the Lake Superior table. We chatted a bit and had an
enjoyable breakfast. I should note that these tables were participation optional and a lot of the
other tables were low in numbers also.
My first breakout session was “More work to be done: Where do we stand in our promise to the
lakes?” Speakers at this session were Lana Pollack, Chair of the US Section International Joint
Commission and Gordon Walker, Chair from the Canadian Section International Joint
Commission. They gave a good overview of the most significant achievements and challenges of
the first three-year reporting period under the 2012 Agreement.
After a short break I attended “Restoring Coastal Wetlands for Birds and Water.” The speakers
were from different Audubon Society Chapters and gave us information on how the Audubon
Society is helping restore coastal wetlands across the region for the benefit of birds and water
quality pretty much as the name implied. It was actually a very good discussion as they have
helped with some interesting projects.
Next was our lunch break with a panel of guest speakers that had a discussion labeled
“Wastewater and Drinking Water Infrastructure.” The speakers were all from New York and
they spoke of the importance the states landmark $2.5 billion investment in clean water
infrastructure in the recently passed state budget, how it came to be and the importance to
communities.

After the lunch break and talk I attended the “Tribal Stream and Michigan Fruit Belt
Collaboration” session. This session described the efforts and success of a long-term partnership
in rural Northern Michigan to support and intertwine land and water conservation by receiving
nearly $8 million in public investment and leveraging nearly $8 million in partner contributions
through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program. I found this very interesting about the
understanding the connection between protecting tribal traditional lifeways, farmland
conservation and river restoration.
After a short break I attended “Leveraging Social Responsibility to Advance Great Lakes
Protection.” This was put together by the newly formed Great Lakes Business Network
(GLBN). They discussed how and why businesses can help lead the way on critical Great lakes
issues, including their current focus issue on decommissioning line 5.
I did have to miss the last session of the day and the field trip to Niagara Falls the next day to get
back for our monthly meeting. Next year the conference is in Detroit and I plan to spend a week
there and use the surrounding days as a mini vacation of sorts. Doesn’t everyone want to
vacation in Detroit? I truly had a wonderful time going to the conference this year and by going
alone it helped me meet many people from around the Great Lakes and hearing about their
projects and problems. I really think we have it good up here as we have not encountered many
of the issues and problems other places on the Great Lakes have. It gives us a chance to learn
from their mistakes and triumphs.
I’ll just finish with some thoughts that people at the conference left me with.
•

How do you quantify = “Quality of Life?”
o In this troubling and critical time, protecting our water must not just be an issue,
not just a problem, but a core value.
o Once one becomes aware of a problem it is our moral responsibility to act on this
problem.
o Life thrives where water meets the land.
o Every action we take will impact our future generations.

•

What is our stewardship obligation?
o Keep the conversation going – don’t let the process breakdown.
o Let’s look what is working naturally – mimic nature
o We cannot afford to backslide.
o If you want a friend – get a dog.

As I mentioned in the beginning of this report, I had a wonderful time meeting new friends and
spending time with ones I have already met at other conferences and meetings. The amount of
information presented was very impressive and well given. My hope is that I can use some things
learned when visiting our elected officials when I go to Washington DC in the spring. I realize
that I only bring one voice to the table on these visits, but I can rest easier knowing that it is one
more voice that will be there if I weren’t there. If anyone has any questions just ask and I’ll try to
give you good answers. Sorry for the long read but I thought it important to relay this
information along to those that would like to know…. Terry

Douglas County
Land & Water Conservation Department
1313 Belknap St.
Superior, WI 54880
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

email: christine.ostern@douglascountywi.org
cameron.bertsch@douglascountywi.org

Phone: (715) 395-1380

MEMO
TO:

County Board of Supervisors
Town and Village Officials
Douglas County Unit of the WI Town’s Association, c/o Dan Corbin
FROM:
Christine Ostern, County Conservationist
RE:
Well Water Testing & Groundwater Education Program
DATE:
9 January 2018
==========================================================
Hello,
Douglas County is offering discounted well water testing to well owners through a
new Groundwater Education Program. We have strategically selected 500
households to receive an offer for discounted well water testing. Using grant
funding we will offer discounted testing at $20 to the first 100 people to respond
to our offer. The usual cost for these tests (metals, inorganics, and bacteria) is
$100. The selection of households was based on population density, areas of the
county more susceptible to groundwater contamination, and areas of the county
where there exists no or little groundwater data. We will provide a
comprehensive report on water quality and safety to all well owners that submit
samples. Sample results will be used to develop a regional water quality database
for the county and will also direct future programming to protect our
groundwater.
Attached is the flyer that is being mailed this week to the selected households.
Please encourage any well owners in your area that receive an offer to respond.
And, please watch for future opportunities to participate in this unique and
worthwhile program.
Please let me know if you have any questions or concern.
Thank you,

Douglas County Land & Water Conservation - Sound Land and Water Stewardship Through Local Leadership

DOUGLAS COUNTY
Mr. & Mrs. Property Owner
2460 Observation Point
Example City, WI 54687

Have you ever tested your tapwater?

Here’s an Opportunity to Find Out!
Douglas County Land Conservation and Health Departments
are offering discounted well water testing through a
Groundwater Education Program.

We are offering water tests for a reduced rate
of $20 to the first 100 people who respond!
(Usual cost is $100 for metals, inorganic and bacteria testing)
Douglas County received grant funding to help well owners determine the
safety and quality of their drinking water through low-cost comprehensive
testing. A comprehensive report on water quality and safety will be provided
to all well owners that submit samples. Sample results will be used to develop
a regional water quality database for the county. Usual costs for these tests
are $100; the discounted rate is $20 to the first 100 people who respond.

Participants will receive:


Metals testing (Arsenic, Lead, Copper, Iron, Magnesium, Manganese, Zinc)



Inorganic testing (Calcium, potassium, Sodium, Sulfate, Nitrate, Chloride,
Hardness, Alkalinity, Conductivity, pH)



Bacteria testing (Coliform/E-coli)



A comprehensive report of their results



Information on protecting their drinking water supply



Information on assistance for proper well-abandonment

To participate please:
1. Contact Douglas County at 715-395-1380 to register.
(Land Conservation / Zoning Office)
2. Attend an informational session to pick up and pay for your water
testing bottles on January 31st 6:00-8:00pm at the Solon Springs
Community Center at 11523S Business Hwy 53, Solon Springs
(pay with check only please).
3. Collect your water samples on February 5th (instructions will be
provided).
4. Drop your sample bottles off on February 5th: 7:00am – 11:00am at the
Solon Springs Community Center or 7:00am – 4:30pm at Room 206
Douglas County Courthouse, Superior.
5. After receiving your test results attend an educational session to learn
more about your drinking water results.

Don’t miss out on your opportunity. Call today!
For more information, or if you would like to participate but are unable to
attend the January 31st session, please call the Land Conservation /
Zoning Office at 715-395-1380.

